The formulation of design guide-
lines for the Byway is driven by

several important considerations
including:

« The unique and varied scenic
character. influenced by
natural. historic and cultural
contexts

« The portrayal of a built envi-
ronment image or desired ar-
chitectural style, through the
use of specific building mate-
rials, colors, and construction
details.

« Consistency of proposed de-
velopments with appropriate
recreation opportunities &
seftings.

» A celebration of the Byway
through an interpretive
theme.

« A need to provide barrier-free access wherever possi-
ble.
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Byway Design Guidelines




Cultural & Historic Values

Guanella Pass continues to draw visitors for its hisforic
value. Historic or inactive mines, mill buildings, cabins,
mine siructures, aqueducts, wagon roads, and scatiered arti-
Jfacts dot the landscape and act as veminders of the historic
relationship of humans and the land. Guanella Pass CMS.
2001.

Throughout the Guanella Pass Scenic
and Historic Byway cultural and his-
toric features are abundant and promi-
nent on the landscape. These are val-
ued cultural elements and include the
rich mining history associated with
Georgetown. the Native American
travel routes and campsites along the
scenic byway. and the logging and
ranching heritage of the Grant area.
Byway design elements should incor-
porate and compliment these cultural
and historic values to enhance visitor
experiences.
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Natural & Scenic Values

The Byway offers visitors a rich diversity of scenic views,
firom dense montane forests to high alpine rundra. The nar-
row, winding mountain road provides a rustic, low-speed
experience that includes a variery of vegetation patterns and
landforms, with canvon walls and long site distances that
create a visual sequence unique fo this corridor.

Such scenic qualities elicit a range of sensations fiom
confinement to being on fop of the world. Guanella
Pass CMS. 2001.
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enjoyed by thousands

As described in the Corridor Management Strategy., the
natural & scenic values found on the Guanella Pass Scenic
& Historic Byway of-
fer a rich diversity of
ecosystems, geologic
landforms. and breath-
taking vistas that are
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of visitors. Coupled
with the dynamic sea-
sonal changes native to Colorado. these natural features
constantly evolve throughout the year, giving visitors a vari-
ety of scenic experiences. Byway design elements should
be visually complimentary and subordinate to the natural
landscape, and respect and preserve these values for future
generations to enjoy.




Built Environment Image Guide (BEIG)

In 1996. the US Forest Service undertook a research
project to look at the built environment on its public |
lands. The Built Environment Image Guide (BEIG) es- |
tablishes a set of design guidelines for forest lands na- §
tionwide.

The built environment philosophy used in this guide.
“refers to the administrative and recreational buildings.
landscape structures, site furnishings, structures on

roads and trails, and signs installed or operated be the

USDA Forest Service, its cooperators and permittees”
BEIG 2001. The architecture of the built environment will
reflect its place within the natural and cultural land-
scape. and provide optimal service to our customers and co-
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